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Overview

Off-season blueberry production and marketing 

Market histories – price trends  
Types of pack by period  
Sources by period - domestic vs import
Target market window
Characteristics and performance of SHB
blueberry varieties 
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Fresh Blueberry Shipping Points (L.A.)

? Michigan, 
Washington 

Georgia

ArgentinaTexas

CanadaCalifornia

OregonFlorida

New JerseyNew Zealand

ArkansasChile



Fresh Blueberry Packs

? ?  2 / 2 ¼ lb12 / 6 oz
12 / 160 gm

? ?  4 / 1 qt12 /  4.4 oz
12 / 12 oz12 / 3.5 oz
12 / 175 gm12 / 125 gm

12 units “flats” or “trays”



Fresh Blueberry Size Classification

1 cup = 140 grams of berries

190-250 berries / cupSmall

130-189 berries / cupMedium

90-129 berries / cupLarge

< 90 / cupExtra Large



3 - year Average Wholesale Prices for Fresh Blueberries
L.A. Terminal Market 1998 - 2000
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XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXGeorgia Gem

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXONeal

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXMisty 

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXJubilee

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXMarimba

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXSouth Moon

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXBlue Crisp

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXSharpblue

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXEmerald

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXGulf  Coast

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXSanta Fe

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXStar

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXSaphire
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXJewell

5/28-6/35/20-275/13-195/5-124/28-5/44/20-274/12-4/19

Southern Highbush Blueberry Ripening Periods - Florida 



Fresh Blueberry Wholesale Prices 
Los Angeles Terminal Market  - 2003
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Fresh Blueberry Wholesale Prices 
Los Angeles Terminal Market  - 2002
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Weekly Yield for Selected Southern Highbush Blueberry Varieties
Cayucos, CA - 2003 Season
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Weekly Yield of Selected Southern Highbush Blueberry Varieties
 Cayucos, CA - 2003 season
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Weekly Yield of Selected SHB Blueberries
Cayucos, CA - 2003 Season
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Weekly Fresh Blueberry Yield 
Carpinteria, CA - 2003 season
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Weekly Yield of Selected SHB Blueberry Varieties 
Carpinteria, CA - 2003
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Weekly Fruit Size of Selected SHB Blueberry Varieties
Carpinteria, CA - 2003 season 
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Fresh Blueberry Wholesale Prices 
Los Angeles Terminal Market  - 2002
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Guidelines for off-season fresh blueberries 
in coastal growing areas

Market best before mid-June or after
mid September

Earliness is key – variety selection is critical 
++ Sharpblue, + Misty, + Emerald,
++ Jewell, Biloxi?, Saphire?, others ?

Close attention to cultural practices

Chill hours vs frost threat 

Fall market options ?
September > November

Sharpblue plus pruning ?



Price Histories 

http://mis.ifas.ufl.edu/~market/market.html
http://www.ams.usda.gov/fv/mktnews.html

Fruit and Vegetable Market News
USDA – AMS Customer Service Center
one-stop shopping (559) 487-5178 or
(800) 487-8796;   FAX: (559) 487-5199. 



Fred Teensma, Officer-In-Charge
Fruit and Vegetable Market News Service
USDA, Agricultural Marketing Service
1301 Clay Street, Room 520-N
Oakland, CA  94612-5217
Phone: (510) 637-1815; FAX: (510) 637-1851

E-mail: fred.teensma@usda.gov

Jim Valladares, Officer-In-Charge
Fruit and Vegetable Market News Service
USDA, Agricultural Marketing Service
1320 E. Olympic Boulevard, Suite 212
Los Angeles, CA 90021-1907
Phone: (213) 894-3077; FAX: (231) 894-2898
E-mail: james.valladares@usda.gov


