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Senate Bill 859 (2016) 

“The Secretary of the Natural 
Resources Agency shall establish a 
working group on expanding wood 

product markets that can utilize woody 
biomass, especially biomass that is 
removed from high hazard zones…” 



S.B. 859 Wood Products Working Group 
• State agencies & USFS 

 



S.B. 859 Wood Products Working Group 
• Goals: 
 Utilize material from High Hazard Zones 
 Promote forest health, carbon sequestration 
 Promote rural economic development 

 
• Guidelines: 
 Statewide 
 Non-energy 
 Sustainable businesses 
 Value-added products and distributed biomass utilization 
 Focus on bottlenecks for demand, manufacturing capacity 



Recommendations 
1. Remove state barriers and create pathways to 

success 
2. Promote innovation 
3. Invest in human capital 

  
Rural Economic Development Steering Committee 

•   
Joint Institute for Wood Products Innovation 



1. Barriers & Pathways 
• Remove regulatory barriers – CalEPA, OPR 

• Site remediation and redevelopment 
• Accelerate use of mass timber construction 

• Remove financing barriers - GOBiz 
• Information clearinghouse 
• Identify resource gaps 

 

Proposed Pilot: Facilitate mill site redevelopment 
 
 

 



2. Promote Innovation 
• Support and utilize applied R&D 
• Encourage investment in new product testing 
• Promote California-grown and California-

manufactured wood products 
• Strengthen partnerships for innovation 
 

Joint Institute for Wood Products Innovation 
Proposed Pilot: Mass timber building competition 



3. Invest in Human Capital 
• Expand accredited associate degree and 
certificate programs 

• Strengthen career pathways 

 
Proposed Pilot: California Conservation Corps 

Wood Products Corps  
 



Next Steps 
• Establish Working Groups 
• Brief Legislative Staff 
• Initiate tasks where existing statutory authorities 
and funding allow 
 

Report available online: 
http://resources.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/Wood-
Products-Recommendations.pdf  
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