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AN EFFECTIVE CONTROL PROGRAM 
SHOULD CONSIDER……………

TOLERANCE

THE MESSAGE

PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT





Care or Kill?



HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE
CONTROLLING SQUIRRELS FOR OVER 200 YEARS

• Superabundant population of squirrels

• Benefit from “human invasion”



HISTORY OF SQUIRREL CONTROL 

• California has had enough! 

• A 236 page pamphlet detailing squirrel 
habitats, behaviors, and control methods

• Details on Squirrel Week

WRITTEN IN 1918 BY CA STATE COMMISSION OF HORTICULTURE







.



• What’s the tolerance?

• What’s the message?

• How have are you engaging the public engaged?



WHY DO WE CONTROL SQUIRRELS?
THEY ARE A PEST AND CAUSE SERIOUS DAMAGE
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SQUIRREL – DAMAGE
WHAT’S OUR TOLERANCE?  

• Consume plants

• Destroy cables and pipe

• Disturb ground for invasive 
plants & mowing

• Damage trees, girdle roots 

• Cause Erosion

• Weaken infrastructure

• Undermine 
foundations

• Disease & pest 
vectors



BUT THEY ARE ALSO A KEYSTONE SPECIES

• COMMON, NATIVE Photo Credit: Paul Sullivan



Western Burrowing Owl
W E S T E R N  B U R R O W I N G  O W L   S P E C I E S  O F  S P E C I A L  C O N C E R N



California Tiger Salamander
CA T IGER  SALAMANDER- - -ENDANGERED



T O L E R A N C E

• Eradication- Where is this necessary and feasible?

• No Control Needed – Where is this desired and feasible?

• Minimize Numbers and Damage

• Monitor impacts

• Monitor control





MESSAGE

• Why are they being “controlled”? 

• How are we controlling them?

• What can YOU do to help the situation?



WHY?
PUBLIC SAFETY
FOOD PRODUCTION
DAMAGE TO INFRASTRUCTURE



DEVELOP A CONSISTENT MESSAGE

• Closed Landfill: Rodent Population Control at CC Park

• Squirrels, Gophers Unleash Toxins at Former Berkeley Landfill into Bay…

• City of Berkeley Plans to Kill Squirrels Accused of Spreading Toxins….

• City of Berkeley Delays Pilot Plan to Exterminate Squirrels at CC Park

• Berkeley Squirrels Saved from Execution

• Berkeley Squirrels and the Mystery of the Vanishing E-mails



HOW?



WHAT CAN YOU 
DO?



P U B L I C  E N G AG E M E N T











QUESTIONS

SHEILA BARRY 

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, COOPERATIVE EXTENSION

408.282.3106

sbarry@ucanr.edu
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