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CA GROUND SQUIRREL DAMAGE



CA GROUND SQUIRREL BIOLOGY

Ground squirrels are diurnal and love to warm 
themselves in the fair weather sun.

Approximately, 80% hibernate during the winter,
 40-60% estivate during the summer.
Breeding occurs during January through March.
One litter per year with 6 to 8 young each litter.
Young emerge late-April into June.





DAMAGE



CONTROL METHODS
REQUIRING LICENSING 

 Poison Baiting with treated grain baits
 Diphacinone and Chlorophacinone .005% and .01%, 

Zinc Phosphide 2.0%
 Fumigation
 Gas cartridges or aluminum phosphide 

(phostoxin/fumatoxin)



REGULATORY REQUIREMENTS 

 Licensing 
 Private Applicator Card (PAC)
 State Issued (PCA, QAL, QAC)

 Permitting 
 Operator ID # 
 Restricted Materials vs Non-Restricted)

 Label Requirements 
 Reporting 

 Notice of Intents (NOI’s)
 Management Plans
 Use Reporting 





ALTERNATIVE CONTROL METHODS

Gassing
Rodenator

Trapping
Shooting



NEW INNOVATIONS 
GOODNATURE A24 TRAP 



NEW INNOVATIONS 
BURROW BLOCKER 



SQUIRREL CONTROL 

 WILDLIFE ARE THE PROPERTY OF THE CITIZENS.  

 NOBODY OWNS THEM.

 In the United States, wild animals do NOT belong to the 
property owner.  Any action taken upon wildlife must be in a 
manner consistent with Federal, State and local government 
regulations.

 California Ground Squirrels are non-game animals and may be 
taken at any time



GIVES AND TAKES AWAY

REPORTING!
Bait mis-use
Visit CDFA VPRAC site
UC extension
Internet
Questions
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