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Event Summary  

The fourth Lake Tahoe Basin Wildfire Awareness Week (LTWAW) was held May 25th to 
June 2nd 2013. Using grant funds from the Nevada Division of Forestry, the Tahoe 
Regional Planning Agency coordinated this multi-agency effort. Twenty different 
organizations including local, state, and federal fire agencies, local and regional 
government and recreation organizations collaborated to host events. 25 different 
agency staff and volunteers participated in a series of six planning committee meetings 
held from January to June 2013.  
 
The goal of Wildfire Awareness Week 2013 was to promote community based 
defensible space activities. The planning committee chose the theme “Get Defensive: 
Reduce the fuels, reduce the risk.” as a focus of promotional efforts. The focus of the 
week was to promote homeowner and resident actions that reduce the risk from wildfire 
to homes and communities.  
 
Activities provided information and resources to reduce wildfire risk to homes by 
upgrading vulnerable home components, conducting defensible space activities, and 
having an evacuation plan. Creating defensible space involves selecting and 
maintaining vegetation near the home, thereby reducing the risk homes will be ignited 
and destroyed during a wildfire.  
 
The week included 5 events and activities with over 1,000 direct participants. Events 
included free yard waste drop off days, presentations in local classrooms, and the first 
ever LTWAW Kick Off event which included turn out demonstrations, defensible space 
talks, chipping demonstrations, a pancake breakfast, and free hot air balloon rides from 
the Smokey Bear hot air balloon. 
 
The event was advertised by posting over 200 copies of a “Get Defensive” poster 
throughout the Tahoe Basin. 38,000 postcards with the Get Defensive theme and tips 
on how to implement defensible space were printed and mailed to all homeowners in 
the Tahoe Basin. Newspaper and radio PSAs, TV and radio appearances, and a new 
set of banners were used to advertise the event. All promotions directed residents to the 
Living with Fire website (http://www.livingwithfire.info/tahoe) for more specific 
information.  
 
Resolutions in support of the week were passed by the Tahoe Regional Planning 
Agency, the City of South Lake Tahoe, El Dorado, Douglas, and Washoe Counties. 
 

Effort Summary  

The planning committee met on June 28th to review the success of the week. Overall 
everyone thought the week went really well. Overall, there were fewer events this year 
but they were all quite successful especially the first time kick-off event organized by 
Eric Guevin and Tahoe Douglas FPD. The hot air balloons brought about 800 people 

http://www.livingwithfire.info/tahoe
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out for the event, though both had to shut down early due to winds. Over 400 breakfasts 
were served. All the demonstrations went off well including turn outs, chipping, plant 
talks and remarks by the Nevada State Fire Marshall. People circulating to the booths 
were very interested in defensible space and other information provided. The grant 
funds and sponsors covered the cost for the event. The only disappointment was the 
lack of media in attendance. This is probably due to it being on a weekend when they 
are stretched thin. Next year we may want to hold a media day the Friday before and 
the public event on Saturday. 
 
The media campaign included a well-integrated campaign of paid media including print 
and radio, free media using opinions/editorials, and website. The direct mailer card sent 
to all 38,000 households generated multiple calls of inquiry for defensible space 
services. New this year were a Pinterest account and a coloring contest. The winner of 
the contest was 7 years old and got a ride to Tahoe Valley Elementary in a South Lake 
Tahoe Fire Department fire truck. 
 
The planning group has been working on Lake Tahoe Wildfire Awareness Week 
(LTWAW) for the last four years funded by a grant by the Nevada Division of Forestry. 
The grant expires next week so next steps needed if the effort is to continue were 
discussed. LTWAW has been held around Memorial Day since 2011 in order to get a 
good start promoting defensible space before the fire season.  
 
The assembled group confirmed that hosting LTWAW activities has value and that they 
plan to continue to collaborate on these efforts. For the future, the group discussed the 
idea of expanding to a Wildfire Awareness Month as Nevada is doing. This would fit the 
Lake Tahoe Week into the main flow of events across May. The group agreed funds for 
next year would be most useful to cover time for a coordinator, postcards, and media.  
 

Lake Tahoe Wildfire Awareness Week Collaborators 

The 20 different organizations collaborated in this endeavor including:

 American Red Cross 

 Cal Fire 

 City of South Lake Tahoe 

 Fallen Leaf Lake Fire Protection 
District 

 Lake Tahoe Humane Society 

 Lake Tahoe Regional Fire Chiefs 
Association 

 Lake Valley Fire Protection District 

 Meeks Bay Fire Protection District 

 Nevada Department of 
Transportation 

 Nevada Division of Forestry  

 Nevada Tahoe Conservation District  

 North Lake Tahoe Fire Protection 
District  

 North Tahoe Fire Protection District 

 South Lake Tahoe Fire Department 

 Tahoe Douglas Fire Protection 
District  

 Tahoe Regional Planning Agency 

 Tahoe Resource Conserv. District 

 US Forest Service Lake Tahoe 
Basin Management Unit 

 Univ. of California Coop. Extension 

 Univ. of Nevada Coop. Extension 
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The following 23 people attended at least one of the six planning committee meetings 
for wildfire awareness week held January 23rd, February 13th, March 20th, April 24th, 
May 15th, and June 28th, 2013: 
 

 Dawn Armstrong, Lake Tahoe 
Humane Society 

 Daniel Berlant, CalFire 

 Kristi Boosman, Tahoe Regional 

Planning Agency 

 Beth Brady, US Forest Service  

 John Chester, US Forest Service 

 Martin Goldberg, Lake Valley FPD 

 Ann Grant, CERT volunteer  

 Eric Guevin, Tahoe Douglas FPD 

 Lisa Herron, US Forest Service 

 Lesley Higgins, Nevada Tahoe 

Conservation District 

 Susie Kocher, Univ. of California 

Coop. Extension 

 Sylvia Lee, Tahoe Douglas FPD 

 Liz Maul, Lake Tahoe Humane 
Society 

 Teri Mizuhara, CalFire 

 Jenna Palacio, consultant  

 Tia Rancourt, North Lake Tahoe 

FPD 

 David Rodriguez, Meeks Bay FPD 

 Megan Scheeline, Tahoe Regional 

Planning Agency 

 Sonya Sistare, Univ. of Nevada 

Coop. Extension 

 Ed Smith, Univ. of Nevada Coop. 
Extension 

 Valerie Sweetland, US Forest 

Service 

 Lynne Tomachoff, CalFire 

 Terri Tucker, Lake Valley FPD 

 

Wildfire Awareness Week Events 

The following events were held as part of Lake Tahoe Wildfire Awareness Week 2013. 

Date Event Host Location Partners Attendance 

5/25/2013 LTWAW Kick Off 
event 

Tahoe 
Douglas FPD 

Stateline 
NV 

Tahoe basin fire 
agencies and 
partners 

850 

5/26/2012 Community Clean 
Up Day – Free 
green waste and 
refuse drop off 
 

Meeks Bay 
Fire Protection 
District 

Meeks 
Bay, CA 
 

Placer County 
Department of 
Transportation 

XXX people 
with XX loads 

of material 
XXX yards 

green waste 

5/28/- 7/8/ 
2012 
 

Compost Your 
combustibles 

Tahoe 
Douglas Fire 
Protection 
District  
 

Heavenly 
Valley 
Parking, 
Stateline, 
NV 

Kingsbury GID, 
Summit Village 
HOA, and South 
Tahoe Refuse 

About  
XXX tons 

waste 

5/28-31 
2013 

Wildfire Awareness 
Week 6

th
 grade 

school presentations 

University of 
California 
Cooperative 
Extension 

South Lake 
Tahoe, CA 
 

Lake Tahoe Unified 
School District 

175 6
th
 

graders 

6/2/2013 Community block 
party and work day 

North Lake 
Tahoe Fire 

Incline 
Village, NV 

USFS, IVGID, 
University of 

55 people, 2 
dumpsters of 
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Date Event Host Location Partners Attendance 

for Apollo, Galaxy 
and Jupiter 
subdivisions  

Protection 
District 

Nevada Coop. 
Ext. 

yard waste, 12 
piles chipped, 
16 defensible 

space 
inspections 

 
Total Events                        5 

 
 

 
Total participants 

 
1,080 
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Event Photos and Flyers 

 

Figure 1. Lake Tahoe Wildfire Awareness Week banner between the 

Montbleu and the Horizon Casinos in Stateline, NV. 

Figure 2. Banners with the 2013 theme: Get Defensive – Reduce the 
Fuels, Reduce the Risk in Stateline, NV. 

 

 

 

Figure 3. Harvey’s Casino in Stateline, NV showing the 2013 Lake Tahoe Wildfire Awareness Week theme, May 31st, 2012 

 

Figure 4. Wildfire Awareness Week signboard display by the Lakeside Inn 
Casino is Stateline, NV May 31st, 2013. 

 

 

 



 
 

8 

Figure 6 Agenda for the 2013 LTWAW Kick-Off Event on 5-25-

13 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Figure 5. Beth Brady and John Chester of the USFS Lake Tahoe Basin 
Management Unit coordinate getting Smokey in the air. 

 

 

 

Figure 7. Inflation of the 
Smokey Bear balloon 

Figure 8.  South Tahoe High students 
in the Generation Green club help 

inflate the balloon. 
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Figure 10. Smokey inflated across the road from the 
Montbleu Casino. 

Figure 9. Smokey on-site. 

Figure 12. The Cheers over California hot air 
balloon giving rides in the Montbleu parking lot. 

Figure 11. Kyle Jacobsen handing out Smokey stickers for those 
standing in line for the balloon ride. 
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Figure 13. Locals standing in line for a free hot air 
balloon ride. 

Figure 15. Up in the Cheers over California balloon. 

Figure 14. Tahoe Douglas Fire Marshall and event 
organizer Eric Guevin announces demonstrations taking 

place at the Kick -Off event 
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Figure 18. Cathy Smith presenting the Ember House game teaching 
kids and parents how embers burn down houses. 

Figure 17. Ed Smith and Generation Green volunteers 
at the ember house. 

Figure 19. A Generation Green volunteer shows a kid how 
to junk the junipers. 

Figure 16. Another highly flammable juniper being tossed out. 
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Figure 20. Sonya Sistare of the Living with Fire 
program talks to homeowners about how to 

create defensible space. 

Figure 22. Nevada's Zephyr Crew does a 
chipping demonstration. 

Figure 21. Children use fire-fighting gear 
to direct a rubber ducky. 
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Figure 23. Liberty Energy with residents running 
the bicycle powered light bulb. 

 

  

  

  

Figure 25. South Tahoe Refuse booth. 

Figure 24. Participant trying out the fire extinguisher demonstration. 
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Figure 26. CalFire put on a turnout demonstration. 

  

Figure 29. Participants watching the CalFire turn out demonstration 

 

 

 

Figure 28. This CalFire firefighter showed off his 
stuff in the turn out demonstration. 

Figure 27. Smokey Bear said hi to all the kids. Figure 30. Smokey in action. 
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Figure 31. A South Tahoe High Generation Green club volunteer helps sell Smokey Bear-aphanalia. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 32. The Smokey Bear hot air balloon crew. 

Figure 33. Pete Mulvilhill, Nevada State Fire Marshall giving the key note remarks. 
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Figure 36. TRPA staff Mike Vollmer, Megan Scheeline and Kristi 
Boosman provide information on defensible space rules 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Figure 35. Joy Barney from the Lake Tahoe Basin 
Management Unit lets people know about local 
USFS recreation and fuels reduction. 

Figure 34. Cal-fire hosts a bean bag toss booth. 
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Figure 37. Lake Tahoe Basin Master 
Gardener Kristi Daugherty makes defensible 

space plant recommendations. 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 38. Lake Tahoe Basin Master Gardener 
Darya Voight shows off fire resistant 
vegetation from Sun Basin Nursery. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Figure 40. Lake Tahoe Humane Society 
volunteer with dogs. Figure 39. Dogs in the Lake 

Tahoe Humane Society 
demonstration truck. 
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Figure 41. Tahoe Douglas fire-fighters demonstrating 
ladder climbing. 

Figure 42. Made it to the top. 

Figure 44. Pancake breakfast eating area. 

Figure 43. The pancake breakfast crew. 
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Figure 45. Smokey balloon coming 
down. 

Figure 46. Rolling up the 
Smokey balloon. 

Figure 47. Fire agency 
personnel helping wrap up 

Smokey. 
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Figure 48. Tahoe Douglas FPD pine need drop off at Heavenly Ski resort in Stateline, NV 

 

  

Figure 49. Eric Guevin, Fire Marshall for the Tahoe Douglas Fire Protection District talks to 6th graders at South Tahoe Middle 
School May 28th, 2013. 

 

 

 

 



 
 

21 

  

Figure 50. South Tahoe homeowner participating in the Junk the Juniper program offered by the Lake Tahoe Master 
Gardeners. On the left is the yard before removal, with very flammable ornamental junipers too close to the house, on the 
right is the same yard after the junipers were removed. The homeowner received vouchers for free replacement plants from 
a local nursery 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Figure 52. Prize for the coloring contest winner 
Figure 51. Winning entry in the basin-wide coloring 

contest, June 2013 
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Figure 53. Residents learn about defensible space during the 
North Lake Tahoe Fire Protection District's community work 

day 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 54. Residents learn about defensible space 
and fuels reduction at the North Lake Tahoe FPD 
community cleanup day, June 2nd, 2013 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 55. Chipping crew at the North Lake Tahoe 
FPD community cleanup day, June 2nd, 2013 
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Figure 56. May 25th, 2013 Wildfire Awareness Week Kick-Off Event bilingual flyer distributed to 1500 elementary school 
students in South Lake Tahoe, CA 
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Figure 57. Spanish language flyer for the May 25th, 2013 Wildfire Awareness Week Kick-Off Event distributed to 1500 
elementary school students in South Lake Tahoe, CA 
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Proclamations & Resolutions 

To commemorate the fourth Lake Tahoe Basin Wildfire Awareness Week, California 
and Nevada counties and cities also passed a resolution supporting the week. 
Proclamations and resolutions were issued by: 
 

 Tahoe Regional Planning Agency 

 City of South Lake Tahoe  

 Washoe County  

 North Tahoe Fire Protection District Board 

 El Dorado County  

 Douglas County  
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Media Coverage  

 

Lake Tahoe Wildfire Awareness Week 2013 was covered on television, radio, and print 

through stories, interviews, public service announcements and social media. 

Newspapers 

Press releases were sent to multiple media outlets and news of Lake Tahoe Wildfire 

Awareness Week was carried by local newspapers.  

 

  
Figure 58. Press release from TRPA carried by the North Lake Tahoe Bonanza. 
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Figure 59. Kick off event press release in the Placerville Mountain Democrat. 
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Figure 60. Press release carried by Lake Tahoe News. 
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Figure 61. Preparedness message carried by the North Lake Tahoe Bonanza. 

Figure 62. Editorial carried by the Tahoe Daily Tribune. 
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Television  

TV appearances - Fire professionals from Tahoe Basin fire protection districts and the 

US Forest Service appeared in four joint segments on Tahoe TV during wildfire 

awareness week to discuss defensible space and the kick-off event. Each segment was 

taped and posted on the Living with Fire Facebook page for additional media impact. 

The station reaches 200,500 cable households. The posted YouTube segments were 

viewed 37 times in the month of June.  

Lake Tahoe Television Spots 

 May 9, 2013: Local Buzz – Aired daily for three weeks 

 May 20, 2013: Tahoe Tonight – Aired daily for one week 

 May 29, 2013: Tahoe Today – Live 

 May 30: Tahoe Today – Live 

 

 

Figure 63. Eric Guevin from Tahoe Douglas Fire Protection District on the real estate show the “Local Buzz” talking about 
Wildfire Awareness Week on Tahoe TV. May 13th, 2013. 
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Figure 64. Kat Lauricella of Tahoe TV covered Lake Tahoe Wildfire Awareness Week on her High Sierra Report on May 23rd, 
2013 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wildfire Awareness Week was also covered by a local video blog at 

http://FabulousLakeTahoe.blogspot.com/ in the June 2013 events in the Tahoe edition. 

The video, which features interviews with fire and defensible space experts, was 17 

minutes long and has been viewed 112 times on YouTube. 

Figure 65. Fabulous Lake Tahoe video blog 17 minute piece 

http://fabulouslaketahoe.blogspot.com/
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Figure 66. Eric Guevin being interviewed on Fabulous Lake Tahoe 

 

Figure 67. Pete Mulvihill being interviewed on Fabulous Lake Tahoe 

 

 

Figure 68. Emily explains how 
Generation Green helps youth 
get jobs with the USFS. 
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Figure 69. Interview with a 
CalFire fire fighter 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 71. Interview with Lisa 
Herron 

Figure 70. Interview with Kyle 
Jacobsen 



 
 

40 

 

Figure 72. Interview with Darya 
Vogt, Lake Tahoe Master Gardener. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 73. Interview with Ed Cook. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 74. Interview with Susie Kocher 
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Figure 75. Interview with Kristi 
Boosman. 

 

 

 

Radio 

Radio Interviews - Interviews on local radio stations were coordinated this year with 

both live and recorded appearances made by multiple agencies. 

 May 23, 2013 – KRLT/KOWL 

 May 24, 2013 – KTHO  

Radio PSAs - The Lake Tahoe Basin Management Unit had Public Service 

Announcements read on local radio stations (KTHO/ KRLT/KOWL) during Lake Tahoe 

Wildfire Awareness Week, May 26 through June 2, 2013: 

Living with Fire Remote Promo - Remote promo - 1 x 30sec. 

Wildfire Awareness Week begins on Saturday, May 25th from 8am – 12pm in the MontBleu 

Resort Casino & Spa parking lot in South Lake Tahoe. K-Tahoe Radio will be broadcasting 

live at this great event.  Defensible space isn’t a bunch of hot air. To back up the importance 

of defensible space, join us from 8am – 12pm as we kick off Wildfire Awareness Week with 

free tethered hot air balloon rides (weather permitting), Smokey Bear and firefighter photo 

opportunities, a pancake breakfast and much more while learning how to reduce the fuels 

and reduce the risk of wildfire by creating defensible space around your home. Don’t miss 

this free family event outside MontBleu Resort on Saturday, May 25th and get defensive 

during Lake Tahoe’s Wildfire Awareness Week. 

(Read and speeded up at the end of the ad) 

The Wildfire Awareness Week campaign is made possible by a grant from the Nevada 

Division of Forestry and USDA Forest Service, along with the partnership of Lake Tahoe’s 

Fire Protection Districts: For more information visit on line; Living With Fire dot info/Tahoe 

 



 
 

42 

Social Media  

Collaborators this year used Twitter and Facebook to keep people informed about Lake 

Tahoe Wildfire Awareness Week. 

Twitter - The US Forest Service sent out the following tweets about the week on their 

Twitter account to their 2,762  followers on May 24 and June  2nd.  

 May 24, 2013 - Wildfire Awareness Week starts Sat, May 25 with kickoff at MontBleu 8 

to 12pm. Free balloon rides, pancakes, family fun & Smokey Bear! 

 June 2, 2013 - Wildfire Awareness Week continues through June 2, 2013. Reduce the 

Fuels, Reduce the Risk! Learn more at http://livingwithfire.info/Tahoe . 

Facebook - Recordings of interviews on Tahoe TV and radio stations, as well as links to 

media stories and webinar recordings were posted on the Living with Fire Facebook 

page. Between 4/24 and 6/8, a total of 19 postings related to Tahoe WAW or general 

tips were posted. The biggest hit was a post about the Smokey Bear balloon on 4/25, 

which went somewhat viral and tracked 2,580 people who saw the post, thanks to 13 

likes and 34 shares. We gained 4 new fans during Tahoe WAW (5/25 - 6/8). 

 

Promotional Efforts  

 
Posters - The poster to advertise Wildfire Awareness Week was designed and printed 
using grant funding from the Nevada Division of Forestry. Featuring the “Get Defensive: 
Reduce the Fuels – Reduce the Risk” message, 200 copies of the 11” by 17” poster 
were distributed throughout the Tahoe Basin.  
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Figure 76. 2013 Lake Tahoe Wildfire Awareness Week poster displayed around the basin 

 
 
Postcards – 38,000 postcards with the “Get Defensive: Reduce the Fuels – Reduce the 
Risk” theme were printed and mailed to all homeowners in the Tahoe Basin. The 
postcards were sent to mailing addresses, many from outside the area in an attempt to 
focus attention on Wildfire Awareness Week and give tips on implementing defensible 
space. The mailing list developed by soliciting parcel records from each of the four 
counties in the Tahoe Basin. 
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Figure 77. Front of 2013 Wildfire Awareness Week postcard sent to all 39,000 Tahoe households. 

 

 

 
Figure 78. Back of Wildfire Awareness Week postcard with defensible space questions and answers sent to all Tahoe basin 

homeowners, April 2013. 

 
Signage - The Nevada Department of Transportation Division II in Northern Nevada  
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participated by featuring a wildfire awareness message on their Dynamic Message 

Signs during the week. These are located in highly visible spots along major interstates 

and highways in Carson City, Douglas County, and Washoe County. The message  

“It’s Wildfire Awareness Week” and “Wildfires Happen. Reduce Fuels. Reduce Risk”. 

was posted 5/25 – 6/2 at the Tahoe Basin entry points including SR 431 both south and 

northbound; US 50 east and westbound and I-80 westbound at Boomtown. 

 
Website - Tahoe Wildfire Awareness Week was promoted through the Living with Fire 

Tahoe website (www.livingwithfire.info/tahoe). The Living with Fire website had 1,011 

hits during the month of Lake Tahoe Wildfire Awareness (May 5th to June 2nd) – from 

834 individuals.   

 
Figure 79. Visits during the month of Wildfire Awareness Week May 5th to June 2nd, 2013  

 

Figure 80. Visitor use during the month of Wildfire Awareness Week May 5th to June 2nd, 2013 totaled 753 

 

Top locations of people logging on to the site were 1) 

Reno 2) San Francisco 3) Boise 4) South Lake 

Tahoe 5) Los Angeles. 

 

Figure 81. Locations from which people accessed the Living with Fire 
website during Lake Tahoe Wildfire Awareness Week. 

http://www.livingwithfire.info/tahoe
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